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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The drawings are objected to because in figures 1-4, blank blocks should be 
labeled. For examples, block 12 should be labeled as - -sensor-. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 20-22, 26, 28-30, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Keillor (US 5,917,433). 

Regarding claim 20 t Keillor discloses a computer program product for monitoring 
access to a transport container comprising an executable portion for identifying an 
activation key (column 15, lines 60-67), the executable portion activating at least one 
sensor 22 to detect incidents of access to the container, the executable portion 
receiving data corresponding to the access incidents from the at least one sensor and 
communicating the data corresponding to the access incidents to an interface unit 50, 
20. 

Regarding claim 21 . Keillor discloses the executable portion 36 storing the data 
corresponding to the access incidents in data repository. 

Regarding claim 22 . Keillor discloses an activation code and data corresponding 
to the contents of the container from the activation key (figure 2). 
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Regarding claim 26 , Keillor discloses a computer program product for monitoring 
access to a transport container comprising an executable portion for communicating an 
activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the transport container to an 
activation key (column 15, lines 60-67), the executable portion communicating an 
activation signal to a monitoring unit 14 and wherein the executable portion receiving 
data corresponding to the access incidents from the monitoring unit 14 (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 28 . Keillor discloses a method for monitoring access to a 
transport container comprising identifying an activation key 55 (col. 15, lines 60-67), 
activating at least one sensor 22, receiving data corresponding to the access incidents 
from the at least one sensor, and communicating the data corresponding to the access 
incidents to an interface unit 50, 20. 

Regarding claim 29 , Keillor discloses a data repository 36, 58, 46. 

Regarding claim 30 . Keillor discloses an activation code and data corresponding 
to the contents of the container from the activation key (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 34 . Keillor discloses a method for activating and deactivating a 
monitor unit 14 comprising communicating an activation code 55 (col. 15, lines 60-67) 
and data corresponding to the contents of a transport container to an activation key 55, 
communicating an activation signal to a monitoring unit 14, and receiving data 
corresponding to the access incidents from the monitoring unit (fig. 2). 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for alL 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-19, 23-25, 27, 31-33, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Keillor (US 5,917,433) in view of Marino (US 6,137,402). 

Regarding claims 1. 14, 23, and 31 , Keillor discloses a system for monitoring 
access to a transport container comprising a monitoring unit 14, at least one sensor 22 
communicating data to the monitoring unit, an interface unit 20, 50, at least one data 
key 55 (column 15, lines 60-67), being an activation key and the monitoring unit being 
configured to communicate data corresponding to the access incidents to the interface 
unit. Keillor does not disclose the activation key activating the monitoring unit and a 
deactivation key deactivating the monitoring unit. Marino teaches the use of an 
activation key 20 activating a monitoring unit and a deactivation key 20 deactivating 
the monitoring unit (col. 2, lines 40-65). It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to include the activation 
key activating the monitoring unit and a deactivation key deactivating the monitoring 
unit to the system of Keillor as taught by Marino for the purpose of activating the 
monitoring unit so that the monitoring unit begins to monitor access to the transport 
container or deactivating the monitoring unit. 

Regarding claims 2 and 15 . Keillor discloses a controller 28, a power supply 15, 
a data repository 36, a transmitter 30 and a receiver 30. 

Regarding claims 3 and 16 . Keillor discloses an activation code and data 
corresponding to the contents of the container and the activation key communicating the 
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activation code and data corresponding to the contents of the container to the 
monitoring unit (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 4 . Keillor discloses data corresponding to the operator of the 
interface unit communicating with the activation key (fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 5-9. 17-19, 24-25. 27. 32-33. and 35 . Keillor as modified by 
Marino discloses all the claimed subject matter as set forth above in the rejection of 
claim 1, but still does not disclose a deactivation code and deactivation key data. Marino 
further discloses a deactivation code and deactivation key data 20 (col. 2, lines 40-65). 
It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to include a deactivation code and deactivation key data to the 
system of Keillor as taught by Marino for the purpose of deactivating the monitoring unit. 

Regarding claim 10 . Keillor discloses wireless communication (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 11 . Keillor discloses low-earth orbiting satellite communication 
(col. 1, lines 60-68). 

Regarding claim 12 . Keillor discloses a programming unit 12 and a second 
controller 42. 

Regarding claim 13 . Keillor discloses a temperature sensor (col. 3, lines 55-68). 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Gariepy, Goedde, Plude, and Kim teach container monitoring systems. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh V. La whose telephone number is (571) 272-2970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9:30am to 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 
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